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Afterward I discovered that a bullet had penetrated his saddle, and then lodged in his thigh, carrying witji it the wood splinters and the tenpenny nail. As he lay in ffie hospital in great pain, I, at his dictation, wrote his first despatch to General Meade announcing the victory won at Gettysburg, adding to the despatch that the defeat would be turned into a rout. He was calm, patient, and heroic. He is equally entitled with Meade to the honor of the victory at Gettysburg, and Meade would say so if he were alive. On the night of the second day's battle a council of war was held. H                  It was proposed to fall back and establish the line of battle
at Pipe Creek, but Hancock opposed it. He argued that the army should stay where it was, and he said that the Army of the Potomac had made its last retreat, and should fight or die on the line where the battle was begun. General Meade finally coincided with Hancock, and the result was that that" great victory crippled the rebels so that they never recovered from it."
General Hancock went home on sick leave, wounded nigh unto death. The ball which tore through his saddle and made that cruel wound in his thigh could not be found by the surgeons, and it was still in his body when he went back to Norristown.
He travelled as easily as possible, although every movement was torture to his shattered limb. A stretcher was laid over the backs of the seats of the railway car, and thus he rode into his native town. Arrived at the station in Norristown, he was met by a detachment of the Invalid Guards, who tenderly placed Mm on their shoulders, lying on the stretcher, and carried him through, the streets to his father's house, his boyhood's home.ps in their ranks were closed as soon as made.
